Stornoway Angling Association
Gyrodactylus salaris Declaration

Gyrodactylus salaris (GS) is a dangerous parasite responsible for destroying salmon stocks in over 20 rivers in Norway.  Once present, all fish in river have to be killed to eradicate it.  The GS parasite will survive in damp fishing tackle such as landing nets, fly boxes and waders for up to 7 days.  GS is present in Russia, Finland, Sweden, Germany, France, Spain and Portugal.  If your fishing tackle has been used outside the United Kingdom in the 7 days before your arrival at our fishings it must have been properly sterilised using one of the following methods:-
(1) Drying to a minimum of 20O Celsius for 48 hours.  (2) Heating to above 60O Celsius for 1 hour. (3) Deep freezing for 24 hours.

(4) Immersion in a solution of Virkon(1%,)  Wescodyne(1%),  Sodium Chloride(3%) or Sodium Hydroxide(0.2%) for 10mins.
It is a condition of your SAA membership that you ensure your fishing tackle is GS free.

Health and Safety Information for members (Updated for 2022)
Stornoway Angling Association (SAA) aims to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health and safety of our members and visitors.   Members must read the following information and adhere to any policies. Please report any accidents or incidents to the Club by text to 07810 211308 or email to info@syangling.com.  
Boat safety.   Members must carry out their own risk assessment to determine if it is safe to use the boats.  The SAA will not accept responsibility for material damage or personal injury or death sustained while using the boats.  Members have sole responsibility for any guests they allow on the boats. The wearing of a lifejacket/buoyancy aid is strongly recommended.   Boats should not be overloaded.  SAA reserves the right to stop all boat use in high winds.  Anglers must act in a safe manner at all times and must not stand up while in the boats.  When using an engine, anglers should take extra care to avoid hidden rocks.   
Remote fishing. Fishing in remote areas poses risks especially if alone. Anglers should carry out a suitable risk assessment before fishing remote areas (see below items on weather conditions, disorientation, peat moors, paths, crossing watercourses, wading).  At a minimum, anglers must inform someone of their route and return time so that the alarm may be raised if they fail to return on time.
River and loch banks.  Beware of undercuts in watercourse banks especially near deep water as they may cause banks to collapse.  Peat banks near rivers/lochs can be unstable so keep a suitable distance from them to avoid potential accidents. Banks may also have deep holes that cannot be seen due to covering vegetation.  Take extra care to avoid trip hazards and look constantly at the ground ahead while walking.  Members are asked to report any unstable banks, holes or other risks so that warning signs may be placed.  

Peat moors. Be extremely careful on moors as there is a danger of sinking and being trapped. Take particular care in areas which have wet spagnum moss.  There can also be deep holes in peat, often concealed, that could cause severe injury or anglers to become trapped.   
Disorientation.  It is easy to become disorientated when crossing moors as there are very few landmarks to follow and mist can often descend rapidly.  Anglers should take a map, compass and whistle. Mobile phone reception is improving all the time but cannot be relied upon in all remote locations. Always notify someone of your route and expected return time. 

Crossing watercourses.  Be aware that even narrow (less than 1 foot) watercourses can be extremely deep, lined with deep layers of peat or silt and may have unstable banks.  Always test for depth and the presence of deep peat/silt before entering any streams. Some streams on peat moors may also be hidden or even underground. If you can hear the sound of running water but cannot see a stream nearby, be extremely vigilant and tread carefully.  

Wading.  Take particular care when wading in deep and/or fast water or on uneven rocky surfaces. Use a wading staff and wading belt, or the extended handle of your landing net.  Always check the loch/river bottom with a wading stick to check for soft, and often very slippery, peat or silt.  

Power lines.  Do not fish under/near power lines. Keep rods parallel to the ground when passing under power lines and ensure fishing line cannot be blown onto power lines.  When bank fishing, be extremely vigilant for the presence of nearby power lines. Yellow warning signs are displayed in locations in proximity to power lines.  

Personal protection.  Eye protection and a hat are recommended as protection from fishing hooks.  Suitable skin protection against UV rays is recommended due to the potential for exposure to sunlight and wind for long periods.  UV rays are still strong when reflected off the water surface  
Weather conditions. Be constantly aware of changing weather and its consequences.  Ensure you have adequate clothing to prevent hypothermia.  After heavy rain, rivers may rise making it difficult to identify its edge and so increase the risk of accidental falls. Angling on the river is not allowed when the water level is above 0.8 on the SEPA water gauge.  Anglers should exercise caution when fishing in high winds as these may make angling dangerous (see boat conditions).  
Insect bites.  Wear suitable clothing to protect from horseflies (clegs). These can bite through midge nets and thin shirts and their bites may become infected.  A midge net and suitable repellents will offer some protection from midges. 
Weil's disease.  This is a potentially fatal disease transmitted in rat’s urine. As such it poses a potential risk throughout the Island. Avoid mouth contact with any items (lines) that have been in contact with the water or banks.  Wear waterproof plaster on cuts or abrasions. Avoid putting hands/fingers in/near your mouth while fishing.  

Ticks / Lyme's disease.  Take precautions against tick bites (avoid exposing legs/arms) as they can transmit this potentially fatal disease to humans.  Ticks should be removed using a special tick remover.  Burning, squashing or adding chemicals to ticks increases the risk of infection.  A circular red rash may suggest Lyme's disease. Other symptoms (flu-like, paralysis, pain, numbness) can also occur, often months after infection.  Always check your body for ticks after fishing. 
Algal blooms.  Algal blooms (blue-green) release toxic substances that can kill pets and may cause sickness in humans. Lochs identified by SEPA as containing algal blooms should not be fished without an adequate risk assessment.  Adequate personal protection measures (see Weil's disease) should be used and fish from infected lochs should not be eaten.  Be aware that algae can be blown into small pools beside infected lochs and accumulate to very high levels.  
Fishing. For your personal safety, a buoyancy aid should be worn at all times when fishing. 

Paths.  Only use obvious paths along the bank where possible. Always beware of cyclists and walkers. Do not place anything on the path which may cause a trip hazard.  Be aware of other path users when fishing. 

Lightning.  The potential for anglers being hit by a lightning strike is high.  When in a boat, you and your rod may well be the highest point around and a prime target for a strike. Carbon/graphite rods are excellent lightning conductors and increase the risk of a lightning strike.  Anglers should not fish during lightning storms.  Lower your rod, place it flat on the ground or in the boat and return it to its rod-case as soon as possible.  

Casting.  Take care to avoid contacting anyone with your hooks when fishing. This is especially important if fly fishing on the River Creed in the Castle Grounds. If you are in a boat, take extra care if you have other occupants, as you can easily contact them whilst casting. Protective glasses and a hat should be worn to protect your eyes/head from hooks and flies. 

Hooks/Flies/line.  Hooks may cause direct injury (known as a Sharps injury) and may be covered in germs and toxins. Caution is advised when handling, tying or removing hooks. Rusty hooks must be avoided. Used fishing line can be a trip hazard to other anglers and is dangerous to wildlife.  Used hooks and line must be taken home for safe disposal and never left around the fishery.  

Weighted flies.  Extra care should be exercised when using weighted flies.  

Trees.  Fishing under trees can be unsafe in windy conditions. Beware of falling branches. 

Animals.  Treat all wild animals with caution. Otters and deer are present in the SAA fishings and may be dangerous if cornered/surprised.  Rats carry disease and must be avoided. Be aware of dogs, particularly within the Lews Castle grounds. 
